
 

 

TOWN OF SHARPSBURG 
MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

 
 August 3, 2015 

 
 
 

A regular scheduled meeting of the Sharpsburg Town Council was held Monday, August 3, 2015, at 
7:00pm, in the Town of Sharpsburg at the Sharpsburg Recreation Center. 
 
Present were the following:  Derrick McElwaney, Council Member; Clay Cole, Council Member; Celene 
Davenport, Council Member (Mayor Pro-Tem); Keith Rhodes, Council Member; Donna Camp, Town 
Clerk.  Mayor Staley was absent.   
 
The Town Clerk verified there was a quorum present. 
 
The minutes of the July 6, 2015 Council Meeting were reviewed and approved by unanimous vote, and 
were filed in the minute book of the Town. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to accept the Briarwood Commons Rezoning (R2)  
Application for the residential portion of the development.  Council Member Cole motioned to accept 
the application, Council Member Keith seconded.  Motion carried, unanimously. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to accept the Briarwood Commons Rezoning (TNC)  
Application for the commercial portion of the development.  Council Member Rhodes motioned to 
accept the application, Council Member Cole seconded.  Council Member Davenport voted against the 
motion due to not having time to study the application.  Motion carried, with a vote of three for the 
acceptance and one vote against. 
 
Council Member Davenport called the public hearing to order for the Briarwood Commons applications.  
She read the public hearing requirements for a rezoning (attached to the minutes) in their entirety.  A 
poll of the Council as to no conflicts of interest, none were stated.  The applicant and the persons in 
opposition stated they had made no campaign contributions to the Council.   
 
Dennis Drewyer presented and explained both applications to the Council Members and public in detail.  
The following comments/questions were posed to Mr. Drewyer: 

 Ann Hardy – How can the citizens help make this development happen?  Support 
 David Mullins – What is the time projections for the development?  Can’t say at this time. 
 Polly Garlington – Worried about the traffic and only one exit – GDOT says it is OK. 
 Mary – Have the emergency services been contacted? Yes, they have signed off on the project. 
 John Daly – Has the emergency services looked at both Sharpsburg and Turin projects in whole? 

 Yes 
 Joe Bridges – What will be size of the decell lane?  12 wide 
 Bobby Vallencourt – The traffic study by GDOT does not seem to be accurate – For the proposed 

 plan, it is. 
 Polly Garlington – The Oakhall Development was turned down by the County because of traffic – 

 No, it was turned down because of density. 
 Nancy Scofield – Who pays to upkeep the roads and electricity for the new lights in the 

 development?  Developer and homeowners association. 
 Joe Bridges – How many acres is needed for the septic system?  Not known at this time. 



 

 

 Debbie Conner – Will it have greenspace and trails?  Yes 
 Council Member Davenport – The travel from 54 to 16 is the peak hours and a left turn at that 

 time would not be good for afterschool.  Is it possible to not allow a left turn during those 
 times?  GDOT would have to say if that could happen. 

 
The public hearing was closed. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to accept 1st reading of the Briarwood Commons 
Rezoning (R2) ordinance for the residential portion of the development.  Council Member Rhodes 
motioned to accept the 1st reading, Council Member Cole seconded.  Council Member Davenport voted 
against the motion due to not having time to study the ordinance.  Motion carried, with a vote of three 
for the acceptance and one vote against. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to accept 1st reading of the Briarwood Commons 
Rezoning (TNC) ordinance for the commercial portion of the development.  Council Member Rhodes 
motioned to accept the 1st reading, Council Member McElwaney seconded.  Council Member Davenport 
voted against the motion due to not having time to study the ordinance.  Motion carried, with a vote of 
three for the acceptance and one vote against. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to sign a resolution allowing the Mayor to sign the 
Intergovernmental Agreement with Coweta County allowing the Magistrate Court to be the town's 
municipal court.  Council Member McElwaney motioned to allowing the Mayor to sign the 
Intergovernmental Agreement and Council Member Rhodes seconded.  Motion carried, unanimously. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to allow the Mayor to sign a letter stating that the Town 
will participate in the planning process and that the matching portion of the grant for Sharpsburg will be 
covered by this participation.  Council Member McElwaney motioned to allowing the Mayor to sign the 
letter and Council Member Cole seconded.  Motion carried, unanimously. 
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to extend the zoning classification for 36 months for the 
Oakhall development due to reasons beyond our control and that of the developer.  Those reasons being 
the contract for water with Turin is still not settled.  We hope that these negotiations will come to a 
agreement, soon.  Council Member Cole stated that he had been approached by the Oakhall Developers 
about renting part of his land.  He will be abstaining from the vote.  Council Member Rhodes motioned 
to extend the rezoning for 36 months, Council Member McElwaney seconded.  Motion carried with a 
vote of three to approve and one abstaining.   
 
Council Member Davenport called for a motion to move the pavilion towards the Recreation Center by 
25 to 30 feet so the playground will have more room and to send the plans back to Integrated Science 
and Engineering for redrawing.  Council Member Rhodes motioned to the change, Council Member 
McElwaney seconded.  Motion carried, unanimously. 
 
Polly Garlington – see the attached notes.   
 
Public Comments –  
  Eric Richards -   
   Has been getting questioned to where the A&O Bridges Recreation Center is  
   located since there is no sign. 

o Polly Garlington –  
 The entrance signs to the town are not maintained. 



 

 

o Joe Bridges –  
 Cash Management Policy needs to be changed 
 More conversation about the park 
 Why is Council Member Cole abstaining from the Oakhall decision and not the 

Briarwood Commons decision since they are the same owner. 
o Karen Lassiter 

 Does the park perk> 
 
Polling of the Council – 

 Clay Cole – n/a 
 Keith Rhodes – n/a 
 Derrick McElwaney – n/a 

 
Clerks Comments –  

 Qualifying – August 31st 9am – 3pm, September 1st 9am – 3pm and September 2nd 9am – 12pm 
 Meeting will be held on August 17th at 7pm for the 2nd reading and possible adoption of the 

rezoning ordinances and the adoption of the 2015 Millage Rate 
 September meeting will be held on September 14th due to the Labor Day holiday 
 In the past we have been very liberal with the Open Records Requests so we can 

accommodate the public’s needs.  But as of late the request have gotten so numerous that we 
must go back to the regulations of everyone filling out the request form and any request that 
go over the 15 minute time limit will be charged the hourly salary of the clerk.    
 

Council Member Davenport Minutes – Would like to have a work session prior to the council meetings.  
 Asked for everyone’s opinion and they all said it would be a good idea.   
 
There being no further business coming before the Council, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
_____________________________ 

Donna M. Camp 
Town Clerk 



REZONING PUBLIC HEARING REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

The mayor shall indicate that a public hearing has been called for the consideration 

of zoning decisions 

 

Poll the members of the town council as to conflicts of interest with the proposed 

zoning decision 

 

Poll the applicant and persons speaking in opposition to the proposed zoning 

decision as to any campaign contributions that they have made to members of the 

town council and the mayor within the two years immediately preceding the filing 

of the petition or application for the proposed zoning decision. 

 

The mayor may ask for a show of hands for those persons who appear in support 

of/opposition to the petition.  If it appears that the number of persons wishing to 

appear in support of/opposition to the petition is in excess of that which may 

reasonably be heard, the mayor may request that a spokesman for the group be 

chosen so that the entire presentation of the positions of those in support 

of/opposition to the petition shall not exceed twenty (20) minutes. 

 

The proponents of the proposed zoning petition shall have a minimum of ten (10) 

minutes collectively for the presentation of data, evidence, and opinion; provided, 

however, that such presentation shall not exceed twenty (20) minutes in length, 

unless the mayor allows the proponents additional time for presentation. 

 

The opponents of the proposed zoning petition shall have a minimum of ten (10) 

minutes collectively for the presentation of data, evidence, and opinion; provided, 

however, that such presentation shall not exceed twenty (20) minutes in length, 

unless the mayor allows the opponents additional time for presentation. 

 

The applicant for the zoning amendment shall be allowed a short opportunity for 

rebuttal and final comments. 

 

After the above procedures have been completed, the mayor will indicate that the 

public hearing is formally closed. 
 


















